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Well, this is exactly what happened in the spring of 2020, at least for a brief time,
as countries and major cities across the world imposed lockdown measures in an attempt
to reduce the spread of COVID-19. Of course, this came at a very high cost in terms
of human suffering and impact on the global economy, and to maintain ongoing daily
needs and global economic growth, it is not possible to simply cut off energy demand,
as during the pandemic. But at the time, these measures were deemed necessary for
our survival. One thing the pandemic taught us is that we can adapt very quickly when
our very existence is threatened.  (As Samuel Johnson said, “Depend upon it, sir, when
a man knows he is to be hanged in a fortnight, it concentrates his mind wonderfully.”)  If
only we could react with similar speed and urgency to the impending threat of climate
change, a threat every bit as devastating to humankind as the pandemic.
One unexpected result of COVID-19, and our efforts to control it, is that it has
given us an opportunity to push the “pause” button for a time and reexamine all of
the damage we have been doing to the environment through our anthropogenic (i.e.,
caused by humans) activities. Climate scientists have coined the term “anthropause”
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for this phenomenon: the unprecedented global slowdown
of human activity linked to efforts to control COVID-19.
Another thing we have learned through anthropause (and
this is the good news) is that nature is capable of healing
itself, of reversing at least some of the damage we have done,
if only the 197 nations attending the ongoing U.N. climate
talks in Glasgow, Scotland, would agree to allow it to do so.  
We may not be able to bring back the glaciers or restore what
has been lost of the polar icecaps but it is within our power
to prevent further warming of the planet. Although half of
the world’s coral reefs are gone due to the warming of the
oceans, marine biologists believe that they could be restored
if, by ending the use of fossil fuels, we could meet the 2015
Paris accords goal of capping global warming at 1.5°C by the
end of the century.

stop selling new gasoline-powered cars and trucks by 2035
and California Governor Gavin Newsom recently signed
an executive order saying that only zero-emission vehicles
would be sold in the state by 2035.  But this brings us back
to coal. Even if everyone in the U.S. drove an EV by 2040, the
electricity for recharging all of those car batteries has to come
from somewhere and currently one-quarter of it is generated
by burning coal. For EVs to be effective in reducing fossil fuel
emissions, the electricity for powering them will need to come
from renewable energy sources such as solar, wind, and
hydropower.
As I write this article, the U.N. COP26 climate change
talks are ongoing in Glasgow, Scotland: how does the world
keep from surpassing the 1.5°C (2.7°F) of global temperature

LOS ANGELES, 2019

LOS ANGELES, 2020

Of course, this is no mean feat (but neither was
developing a coronavirus vaccine at warp speed) and getting
197 nations with disparate interests to agree on anything is a
formidable undertaking (consider the vested interests of the
13 OPEC countries, for example, and of Brazil, Mexico, and
Russia who didn’t even attend the conference).
One area where there seems to be general
agreement, however, is that we must discontinue the use
of coal, one of the dirtiest energy sources in the world.  
Currently, coal plants generate 38% of the world’s electricity.  
The U.S. still generates nearly 25% of its electricity from coal
despite a decline in the number of coal plants as they have
struggled to compete with cheaper and cleaner natural gas
and renewable energy.
According to the Environmental Protection Agency
(EPA), gasoline-powered cars and trucks accounted for 29%
of all greenhouse gas emissions in the U.S. in 2019.   Thus,
electric vehicles (EVs) have begun to be viewed as a sort
of panacea, even though they made up only 2% of new car
sales in 2020.   Nonetheless, GM, Volvo, Mercedes-Benz,
and Jaguar Land Rover have all pledged to make all new
car sales zero-emission by 2040 or earlier.   GM says it will

rise above preindustrial levels that scientist warn we must
address immediately?  And what part do we play in this effort
here in Boxborough?
Well, to begin with, we need to continue to preserve
and protect Boxborough’s undeveloped land. Forests absorb
approximately 16% of fossil fuel emissions.  The EPA calculates
that a single acre of 50-year-old oak forest sequesters
approximately 30,000 pounds (15 tons) of CO2 per year.   It
has been estimated that a reversal of current deforestation
trends due to draught, fires, development, logging, and other
causes could allow forests to absorb as much as 30% of
global carbon emissions.
We also need to continue to protect Boxborough’s
wetlands.  In addition to other benefits such as water pollution
removal and control, ground water storage, and flood
prevention, wetlands act as carbon sinks with an enormous
capacity to offset greenhouse gas emissions. Globally,
wetlands store 300 to 700 billion tons of carbon, roughly
equal to the total amount of carbon in the atmosphere.
There are also the small things that each of us can
(and should) be doing to combat climate change. These
include insulating your home, using less water, using low-
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energy light fixtures, not using single-use plastic products
such as disposable cups and cutlery, and using reusable
grocery bags or paper bags that can be recycled. Finally, as
I have written previously, there are two additional things we
can do that have a direct impact on reducing greenhouse gas
emissions: Drive less. Eliminate unnecessary trips, carpool,
and combine your small errands. Burning one gallon of gas
produces 18 pounds of CO2. If your car gets 20 MPG and you
drive 10,000 miles per year, you will produce approximately
4.5 tons of CO2 annually. Recycle.  262 million tons of waste
are dumped into landfills annually, releasing methane gas into
the atmosphere that contributes to climate change even more
than CO2. The EPA estimates that landfills are the third leading
cause of methane gas emissions in the U.S. and that methane,
although it is released in smaller quantities, is 25 times more
damaging to the environment than CO2 .
As for the COP26 talks in Glasgow, we will see what
happens.  Let us hope that collectively we can find a way of
approximating the benefits of anthropause again without
having to again shut down life on the planet as we know it.

n

Introducing Christa Collins
from Sudbury Valley Trustees (SVT)
BCTrust’s Fall Speaker

“Ecosystem Services: What Nature Does
for Us and How We Can Talk About It”
Christa spoke eloquently about reframing the conversation
around land value in a Zoom presentation she gave for
BCTrust on November 9th, now available on our website for
viewing. She discussed how town governments often focus
on the value of land in
terms of tax revenue from
development, but the costbenefit analysis that is often
done regarding revenue vs.
costs of community services
doesn’t necessarily take
into account the economic
benefits from ecosystem
Christa Collins
services of protected land.
Conserved land has value in maintaining water quality,
helping with flood resilience, public health benefits of trails
and wooded land, habitat connectivity, and carbon offsets. As
Bradford Gray so eloquently pointed out in his main piece, the
pandemic has shown us the resilience of nature, when given
a chance. It has also shown us the health benefits of natural
spaces, and has led to an increase in wildlife tourism, birding,

and other outdoor activities that are a large economic
boon in themselves. The costs of climate disaster cleanups have increased dramatically in recent years, and those
costs will be felt by local governments more and more in
the future. But the benefits o f p lanning a nd p reparedness
are immediate and federal and state sources of funding are
available for towns that have made plans around naturebased solutions such as renewable industries, agro-tourism,
and conservation of forests for aquifer protection.
Did you know that Boxborough has such a plan, called a
Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness (MVP) Plan? It
can be found on the town’s website https://
www.boxborough-ma.gov/459/Municipal-VulnerabilityPreparedness-Pro.
The state’s MVP grant program and other funding sources
can be important to towns that are struggling with revenue
needs, but also need to be prepared with climate change
mitigation strategies. Sudbury Valley Trustees and other
partners are developing a tool for communities to assess
economic benefits of conservation that can be incorporated
into development decisions. Stay tuned; this tool is likely to
be ready in the Spring.
Minute Man Airfield (MMAF) held their 3rd Annual Run
the Runway 5K on October 2, 2021. Don McPherson, MMAF
owner, generously donates a portion of the proceeds of
$1,000 each to the BCTrust and the Stow Conservation Trust.

Left to right: Geoff Lull, EEA; Michael Smith, EEA; Jeanne
Kangas, BCTrust; Don McPherson (MMAF owner); Rita
Grossman, BCTrust; Scott Bundy; BCTrust; Bob Glorioso,
EEA. Photo by Ellen Setser
Boxborough Conservation Trust Common Ground, Winter 2021 3

Letter from the President
Rita Gibes Grossman

“Indigenous people believe they belong
to the land and non-indigenous people
believe the land belongs to them.”
—Derek Rasmussen, Canadian author, social
and eco-justice activist.
Why would I start my letter with this quote?   Everything
we as humans do has an impact and I believe the nonindigenous perspective and approach have led us away from
sustainability. Being home during the pandemic provided an
opportunity to connect with nature. We all need to strengthen
our connection between what we do and how it impacts
water, air quality, plants, wildlife and the land that thrives in
a natural state to protect all natural resources. The dramatic
loss of pollinators, insects, birds and the impact of the
warming climate on habitat, coastlines, wildlife and our
health are nature’s “911” calls to all of us to take action.
Brad’s article on the results of the pandemic’s braking effect
on human activity related to climate demonstrates that nature
can recover. There is hope if we can change how we use our
resources. The BCTrust is working for all of us in Boxborough
to preserve land and all the public benefits therein, especially
for forested land for powerful carbon sequestration. Together
we can make a difference and secure the benefits that
the land has provided for millennia. Thank you to BCTrust
members who help us make this possible.

Stewardship
Caring for the BCTrust trails requires the volunteer efforts
of many. Thank you to Dr. Tim Foster, volunteer steward
monitor for the Elizabeth Brook Knoll property. Thank you
to Jennifer and Walker Royce for renewing their role as
Conservation Restriction monitors for the Panek property
the portion of Patch Hill Conservation Land. Although the
Conservation Commission owns this land as part of Patch Hill,
the BCTrust and the Harvard Conservation Trust co-own the
conservation restriction which is another layer of conservation
protection. The property is walked every year to assure there
are no inappropriate activities on the land that would impact
its conservation status.
Thank you to Reeves Briggs and Larry Grossman for their
chain saw expertise in clearing the dead trees blocking trails
at the Beaver Brook Valley Preserve.  And to Karla Briggs, the
BCTrust board member who coordinates all of stewardship.

Donations
Thank you to Don McPherson and the Minute Man Air Field
for again recognizing the BCTrust and the Stow Conservation
Trust with a donation of $1,000 to each from the proceeds of
their 5K Fun Run event.   This is greatly appreciated!   (See
photo in this issue.)
In memory of beloved Boxborough resident and artist Bucky
Weaver, his sister Sarah donated proceeds from the sale of his
artwork at the recent Sargent Memorial Library exhibit to the
BCTrust and The Sargent Memorial Library Foundation.  The
BCTrust is honored by this generous donation in his memory.
And thank you to editor, Lynn Horsky and writer, Bradford Gray
who make the publication of Common Ground possible.

In Gratitude
Blanchard Memorial School Contestants: Congratulations
to all of the writing contest winners and thank you for
participating! I thoroughly enjoyed each author’s insights,
their individual style, and talent in expressing them.  Thank
you to the judges for their review: Tim Lundy, Laura Mello,
Megan Connor, and Carrie Weaver who also coordinated
the contest. The contest coordinators enable the art and
writing contests to happen successfully, so thank you Carrie!  
Thank you to Becky Harris, the BCTrust board member who
coordinates all of community engagement.
Thanks to ABRHS biology teacher Brian Dempsey and
Environmental Science teacher Nancy Young for engaging
their students in this exciting science project which will
assist the BCTrust stewardship efforts to preserve the BBVP
hemlock trees.

Congratulations to Michael Campbell, the first person to
complete the Boxborough 30 Challenge! He and three others,
our own Board Member, Lisa St. Amand, and John and Liz
Markiewicz all completed the challenge we set forth to hike
EVERY trail in Boxborough...nearly 30 miles of trails! Maybe
YOU can be next! Winter is a wonderful time to complete this
challenge—minimal poison ivy, ticks, and mosquitos. Thanks
to the Sargent Memorial Library for partnering with us on this
challenge; at the library you can pick up both your form and
your iron-on patch or button once you complete the challenge.
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Students collecting samples at
the Boxborough Esker

Long-term Monitoring at Beaver Brook Valley Preserve:
Acton-Boxborough Regional High School (ABRHS)
Students Start an Arts and Science Project

ABRHS Biology teacher Brian Dempsey and Environmental Science teacher Nancy Young are starting a long-term
monitoring project on the BCTrust property known as the Beaver Brook Valley Preserve (historically called “the Boxborough
Esker).” It is an exciting field ecology project that incorporates actual data collection that will be useful for monitoring
invasive Hemlock Woolly Adelgid infestations, and also provides an opportunity for students to contribute and display
data in creative ways. This project is part of a new Explorations in Visual Arts and Science course developed by Dempsey
and Art Department chair, Leo Muellner. Using the Woolly Bully protocols developed by the Harvard Forest, students
are measuring infestations of this pest on both the ABRHS campus and the Boxborough Esker, along with explorations
of the history of this interesting site. Students will incorporate art into their work, both during observations of the forests
and in depictions of real-world data. Some students will be presenting their findings at the Sargent Memorial Library in the
Spring, both in visual art representations (think three-dimensional representation of the topography of the esker!) and oral
presentations. Stay tuned!

n

Blanchard School 6th Grade Class BCTrust 2021 Writing Contest
“ReUNITED – Reconnecting with Nature and Our Rural Heritage”
Here’s part of the writing prompt the students received to inspire them to explore Boxborough and write
about their experiences. “....This year, the theme at Blanchard is ‘ReUNITED’; we are grateful to be back together

in our school! Over the past year and a half, many of us also have found a new appreciation of our natural spaces and
conservation land, which have even provided us with safe spaces to learn when we couldn’t all be inside together. We are
lucky in Boxborough to have a lot of natural areas, hiking trails, and agricultural land. As recently as about 70 years ago,
the majority of Boxborough’s residents were farmers. When you spend time outdoors in your neighborhood or on local hiking
trails, you can see the evidence of our shared rural heritage all around you, in the old stone walls that rimmed the farmers’
fields..... Stone structures are even visible in the Hager Land behind Blanchard and it is possible that some of these are of
Native American origin....” The students wrote poems that make you feel you are with them in the woods! Turn the page
to read their entries....
Boxborough Conservation Trust Common Ground, Winter 2021 5

Abbie Harris, Second Place
Yiyi Song, First Place
Birds are fluttering, leaves are shaking,
fishes are riding the currents. This place
is called Boxborough, a place where
everything tells a story. Not in words nor
voice, but still a story. Of where they are
from, and how they came to be.
This is the land’s story. Its stories are
about how the people made forests into
farmland, and then back into forests for
future children to run through. The land
tells us through those remaining, many
things are to be taken - or stolen, only to
be given back
The animal’s story is of how they
flourished. Under the care of humans
or by themselves, in the wild. The wild
animals were hunted, but mostly left
alone. And the animals under our care
cared for us in return.
The people’s story is a story of how
farming people became market people,
and soon became town people. The
people’s story is told through time. When
the town begins to grow, the people there
grow as well. Doubling and doubling
again within short times.
The time’s story is about how this place
came to be. The time’s story is simple,
only telling of how a few farming families
broke free from their old towns, and
reunited to form a new town with all it
needed. With many places to explore and
to reunite. With Nature or with others.

Those Old Days
In those old days
Where the doors were creaky
Where there was farmland as far as the eye can see
Where the windy roads were dusty and old
Those old days
In those old days
The people were fighting
For months and months
Fighting for freedom
Those old days
In those old days
The hand built bridges
Still standing now
Over the flowing rivers
Those old days
In these new days
Breathing in the woodsy smell
Stepping in the crunchy leaves
Smelling the rusty leaf smell
Hearing the leaves whisper, calling to me
These new days
In these new days
The stone walls from before
Crumbling down
Small rocks, big rocks,
Now in the woods of Boxborough
These new days
In these new days
We have the future
But we have the past all around us
The magic of the walls
Making a trail of the past
Those old days
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Alanna Briggs, Third Place
The House in the Woods
There was a house in the woods
It’s not there anymore
But it was
There is a path in the woods
Long ago it was a road
now it’s only a trail
I can walk down the path
To the house that is gone
And I look
It is hardly there
But the cellar
Still remains
A simple hole
In the ground
Outlined in stone
I can climb down
And sit in the cellar
Like a person did many years ago
I am the only person
In the whole woods
Yet I am not alone
There was a house in the woods
It’s not there any more
But it was
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New Member Registration Form
The Boxborough Conservation Trust is an all-volunteer 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. We are
actively seeking new members to join in the effort of preserving and protecting Boxborough’s
undeveloped land. Anyone may join. Regular (voting) members must be 18 years of age or older and
must be Boxborough residents. All others are honorary members. Membership is on an annual basis.
There are several membership levels. All donations are tax deductible, to the extent allowed by law.
$30

Member

$250

Patron

$60

Family

$500

Sustaining

$100 Associate

$1000 Sponsor

$2500

Preservationist

$_____________ Other

Name(s)______________________________________________________________
(please print)

Address________________________________________
(street)

(_____)_____-_______
(telephone)

____________________________________________________________________
(town)

Date____/____/____

(state)

(zip)

e-mail____________________________________________

Please indicate how you would like your name(s) to appear in our membership listings, such as ‘The
Jones Family,’ or ‘John and Jane Jones,’ or if you prefer, you can just say ‘anonymous.’
Membership Listing: __________________________________________________________
Please make your check payable to The Boxborough Conservation Trust, and mail it with this form to:
Treasurer
Boxborough Conservation Trust
650 Massachusetts Ave.
Boxborough, MA 01719
We will mail you a donation acknowledgment suitable for tax reporting purposes. Please contact your
employer to see if they will match your contribution.
Your comments and suggestions would be very much appreciated:

Thank you for your support!
You can find BCTrust at bctrust.org or on Facebook.
650 Massachusetts Ave. Boxborough, MA 01719; email: president@bctrust.org
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Lauryn Mansfield-Priest, Honorable Mention
Cole D’Agostine, Honorable Mention

Is that a hen?
What has happened to this year
What’s that light
I thought two weeks would be all clear
The birds
That pretty beam that’s shining bright?
Those two weeks turned to a year
have a Look around
We have come back, what a cheer!
The swallows swoop and glide,
I see a bunny!
Haven’t
seen
my
friends
in
months
While the sandpipers play in the tide.
A deer ran past the yard
Super stressed How do I talk?
Goldfinches glow bright yellow,
It’s still sunny.
Turning
to
my
classroom
door
As some sparrows sing sweet and mellow.
I want to stay outside some more
People staring more and more
Some crows are perched on the trail signs,
I don’t want to hide for sure
I
want
to
leave,
go
home
and
sleep
While the blue jays play in the red pines.
Look around you won’t regret
When can I start counting sheep?
Woodpeckers beaks go thunk,
You’ll
notice
surroundings you won’t forget
Now
these
days
are
back
to
normal
As they attack the tree trunks.
Things you wished you saw before.
Except one thing, a little different
Sparrows play near the bird feeders,
Look at all those shiny stars
Perched
on
my
nose
While the woodpeckers crawl all over the cedar.
Night is starting to arise
Something different about my clothes
Birds bring joy to all,
We’ll
meet again beautiful light
Two
strings
wrapped
around
my
ears
No matter how big or how small.
The moon couldn’t shine just as bright
These masks won’t come off in years
We’ll meet again you shining star
Not by the end of noon
Special thanks to Sarah Weaver for her generaous
Don’t forget how bright you are
Not today or sometime soon
gifts to our community. Sarah split the auction
Now it’s time to go inside
But that will always be okay
proceeds from the sale Bucky Weaver’s paintings
I can’t wait for dawn to shine
In this pandemic anyway
L to RT: Scott Brown, Executive VP, Lincoln Properties;
between
the Sargent
Memorial Select
LibraryBoard;
Foundation
John Markiewicz,
Boxborough
Rita Grossman,
See you later sleepy head
We can go outside again
President,
BCTrust;
Tom Hochuli,
CEO, Vibalogics;
and the
Boxborough
Conservation
Trust, and
Now it’s time to go to bed.
I hear a chirp
Mark R. Bamforth,Founder, Exec. Chair & CEO, ArrantaBio.
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gifting the Trust over $5500.
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