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You can make a difference! 
 

Help the BCTrust preserve Boxboroughôs undeveloped land to protect our water, 

trees, plants, wildlife, farm land and for nature-friendly recreation.  
 

Make a tax-deductible contribution online (www.bctrust.org) or by mail to 

BCTrust: 650 Massachusetts Avenue, Boxborough, MA 01719.  The Boxborough 

Conservation Trust is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Contributions are fully tax 

deductible.  
 

As an all-volunteer organization, the Trust relies on the financial support of its 

members.  The BCTrust welcomes everyone to become a member.  
 

Check us out on Facebook and on the web: www.bctrust.org. 

CR Monitoring Crew (L to R): Dave Neville (HCT), Tom Bieber, Tom Cotton (HCT), Liz Markiewicz, 

Alex Kerin and Margo Webber  

Photo on right: 

Alex Kerin inspects an interest-

ing, gravestone-like rock. 

Margo Webber led the  conser-

vation restriction monitoring 

walk at the Patch Hill Conser-

vation Land in November.  

The BCTrust and the Harvard 

Conservation Trust (HCT) co-

hold this legal interest on the 

property, known as the Panek 

land, and walk it every year to 

assure consistency with the 

restriction. 
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Common Ground Fall 2016  

The Drought of 2016   
By Bradford Gray 

 

I noticed in September that the mice had built another nest inside of my lawn mower.  That is because I had not used it for the previous three 

months.  Normally, I clean out the nest once in the spring and using the mower over the summer keeps it mouse free.  Not this summer.  No 

lawn to mow! 
 

2016 was the driest summer ever in Massachusetts.  The National Weather Service records that a total of 3.02 inches of rain fell in June, 

July, and August, almost a full inch less than the previous record of 3.97 inches set almost fifty years ago, in 1957, and less than one-third of 

the normal amount for this three-month period.  Moreover, the current drought did not begin in 2016 but, rather, goes back to the beginning 

of 2015, another abnormally dry year.  The rainfall deficit in the Greater Boston area is now over 9.5 inches for 2016, and over 18 inches (in 

some places even more than 20 inches) since the start of 2015.  This does not mean that the problem would be solved if we received 18-20 

inches of rain in the next three to six months.  Annual rainfall in a typical year in Massachusetts is about 43 inches, fairly evenly distributed 

over a twelve-month period.  Thus, we would need 18 to 20 inches in addition to the normal annual amount (i.e., over 60 inches) in order to 

erase the deficit.  Most meteorologists believe this is very unlikely to happen without a massive shift in the jet stream pattern.  Add to all of 

these statistics the record-breaking heat (August 2016 was not only the hottest August ever, but also tied July 2016 as the hottest month ever) 

and you have a truly extreme climatological event.  So should we be concerned?  Well, yes, we should.    (continued on page 2)   

Letter from the President  
By Rita Gibes Grossman   

 

Massachusetts is experiencing one of its worst droughts in 

history.  With predictions for warmer temperatures and 

more frequent droughts, we thought it timely to advocate 

for water conservation strategies.  Bradôs article is filled 

with helpful advice on how to use less water and, hopefully, 

reduce waste.  Conserved land allows for water recharge by 

reducing run-off and decreasing the risks of contamination 

associated with human activities on developed land.  Con-

serving land protects water resources and helps nature to be 

more resilient in drought. 
 

We have been busy maintaining the trails! Organized by Liz 

Markiewicz; Ed Whitcomb, Diane Friedman and Doug Bar-

rus joined me for an aggressive cleanup of the easement 

trail leading to the Beaver Brook Valley Preserve (BBVP). 

The old wooden boardwalk extending through the common 

reeds (phragmites) section was cleared and Ed skillfully 

secured it. Simon Bunyard with the Whitcomb brothers, Ed 

and Ken, hiked the entire length of the BBVP preserve and 

installed a new trail sign to clearly mark the BBVP bounda-

ry and alert hikers of the Harvard Sportsmenôs Club proper-

ty line. 
 

Margo Webber coordinated the annual monitoring of the 

conservation restriction (CR) that is jointly held by the 

BCTrust and the Harvard Conservation Trust on the Panek 

land that is part of the Towns Patch Hill Conservation  

Land. On a cool and damp November Sunday morning, 

Margo led Liz Markiewicz (Boxboroughôs Conservation 

Commission Land Stewardship Committee), Alex Kerin,  

Tom Bieber and myself  from the BCTrust and Tom Cotton  and Dave Ne-

ville from the Harvard Conservation Trust on a two-mile hike to assess the 

property for any intrusions from abutters or inappropriate activities on the 

land.  The CR was put in place on the property by the Panek family before 

the Town acquired it and it provides another legal layer of permanent protec-

tion for conservation.   
 

Thank you to our volunteers, members and supporters.  With your donations 

of time and money, we continue to steward the land and work with landown-

ers to preserve more of our Townôs landscape for the benefit of all.  

Cleared trail leading to the Beaver Brook Valley Preserve. Clean-up crew: Diane 

Friedman , Ed Whitcomb, Doug Barrus and Rita Grossman 
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