
Visit our website! www.bctrust.org
The BCTrust updates its website on a regular basis.  Take a look!
You’ll find:

• Updated information about events

• Trail maps to print before you hike

• Information about the state income tax credit of up to $50,000

• Links to other conservation websites

• PDF versions of past issues of Common Ground
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This holiday season, help preserve Boxborough’s natural 
landscapes, wetlands, forests, and farmland by
sending a contribution in someone’s honor to:

BCTrust
650 Massachusetts Avenue 

Boxborough, MA 01719

Every tax-deductible donation is greatly appreciated. 
Learn more at: www.bctrust.org and 

contact us with any questions.

 Founding president 
Frank Coolidge cuts 
the cake at BCTrust’s 
15-year anniversary 
celebration
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Protecting Our Undeveloped Land Makes Economic Sense
By Bradford Gray

 Numerous articles have appeared 
in past issues of Common Ground 
on the importance of preserving and 
protecting our undeveloped land 
and open spaces. Some of the reasons 
discussed have been: preserving the 
rural character of the landscape, pro-
viding recreational enjoyment, sav-
ing our remaining farmland, preserv-
ing important features of historical 
or geological significance, providing 
a habitat for wildlife, and ensuring 
our own quality of life and that of 
future generations by protecting the 
aquifers and wetlands responsible for 
a clean water supply.

 What may not have been empha-
sized sufficiently in previous articles, 
however, is that our remaining un-
developed space is not just idle land, 
nice to look at and enjoyed primarily 
by the wildlife that inhabits it. 

 According to an exhaustive and well-
documented study conducted in 2013 
by The Trust for Public Land (TPL) and 
published in a 52-page report entitled 
The Return on Investment in Parks and 
Open Space in Massachusetts, protecting 
and preserving our undeveloped land 
pays real dollars and cents dividends, 
both statewide and, albeit on a smaller 
scale, in Boxborough. Overall, the TPL 
study found that every $1 invested by the 
Commonwealth in open land conserva-
tion returned $4 in goods, services, and 
revenue to the Massachusetts economy. 
Some of the highlights of the TPL study 
include the following:

Property values 

 The study found that open space 
preservation in Massachusetts increas-
es property values, thereby increasing 
municipal tax revenues. It was found 
that the location of a property close to 
either public or privately owned open 
space increases its sales price by up to 
6.7%. The value is even higher when 
the adjacent open land is permanently 
protected. Local trails (of which we 
have many in Boxborough) have a 
similar impact on property values. For 
example, the study found that homes 
near the Minuteman Bikeway and the 
Nashua River Rail Trail in Massachu-
setts sell, on average, 45% faster than 
comparable homes in other locations. (continued on next page)

Surface drinking water supply 
protection

 The quality of surface drinking 
water supplies is impacted by sur-
rounding watersheds. In this regard, 
the beneficial economics of land 
conservation are undeniable. In the 
Quabbin and Wachusett Reservoir 
watershed areas, the $130 million 
spent on land acquisition over a 20-
year period resulted in a savings of 
$200 million ($130 million vs. $250 
million that would have been needed 
to construct a filtration plant plus 
$4 million per year for 20 years in 
operating costs).

Groundwater protection

 The study compared the different 
approaches to groundwater supply 
protection taken by two Cape Cod 
towns, Brewster and Orleans. Both 
towns are entirely dependent upon 
the fragile Cape Cod Aquifer as the 
sole source of their drinking water. 
At a cost of $12.9 million ($4.54 
million of which came from grants 
awarded by the state), Brewster has 
made the protection of the 327 acres 
of open land that safeguards its water 
supply a top priority. By contrast, 
Orleans, which did not take such 
conservation measures, is now faced 
with the need to construct a $150-
$200 million wastewater treatment 
plant at a cost of $2,600 per year to 
the average homeowner.

Boxborough’s Esker (Photo: Rita Gibes Grossman)
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Economic Sense
(continued from front page)

Farmland protection

 Massachusetts still has approximately 
7,700 (mostly small) farms, covering 
520,000 acres, that produce about $510 
million in annual revenue. However, 
the Commonwealth continues to lose 
an average of 6,000 acres of farm-
land per year; many of these acres are 
permanently lost to development. The 
cost of this lost farmland is significant. 
Using the U.S. Department of Agricul-
ture’s estimate of $1,270 for the annual 
average market value of products sold 
per acre of farmland, the annual loss to 
the Massachusetts economy is approxi-
mately $7.62 million.

Fiscal health

 Studies cited by the TPL report show 
that, unlike municipal services required 
by residentially developed areas, open 
space and working land contribute 
more in taxes than they require in 
municipal services. According to the 
report, open space and working farms 
and forests in Massachusetts require 
only $0.43 in services for every $1 in tax 
revenue generated compared with $1.10 
in services required for every $1 in tax 
revenue generated from residential land.

Estimated annual per-acre value of 
natural goods and services by land 
cover type

 The TPL study analyzed six natural 
services provided by Massachusetts’ 
undeveloped land (storm water man-
agement, water quality protection, 
carbon storage, carbon sequestration, air 
pollution removal, and soil retention) 
and calculated an annual per-acre value 
by land cover type (e.g., forest, wetland, 
pasture, cropland, open water, grassland, 
etc.). The per-acre dollar value is based 
in large part upon avoided cost, or sav-
ings, for not having to construct various 
infrastructures to provide the same 
services that these land types provide 

naturally. The results are summarized in 
Exhibit A.

The Community Preservation Act

 Recognizing the economic value 
of preserving undeveloped land, the 
Commonwealth passed the Commu-
nity Preservation Act (CPA) in 2000. 
This legislation provides matching state 
funds for open space, historic preserva-
tion, and outdoor recreation projects 
to cities and towns that have adopted 
CPA, a voter-approved surcharge of up 
to 3% on local property tax bills. These 
communities also receive additional 
funds each year from the statewide 
Community Preservation Trust Fund. 
Over the 13-year history of the program, 
communities have received matching 
disbursements ranging from 26% to 
100% of locally raised CPA funds. By 
2012, 155 cities and towns (44% of the 

state’s communities) had passed CPA, 
saving over 17,000 acres of open space.

 Overall, the TPL study makes a 
compelling case for why preserving and 
protecting our undeveloped land makes 
economic sense. To quote State Senator 
Marc Pacheco, Senate Chairman to the 
Joint Committee on Environment, Nat-
ural Resources, and Agriculture, “This 
study reaffirms our belief that when we 
protect our farms, forests, waterways, 
and wetlands, we green up the bottom 
line in the process.”

Find the entire 52-page report at: 
http://cloud.tpl.org/pubs/benefits-

ma-roi-report.pdf

Learn more about The Trust for 
Public Land at: www.tpl.org
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Thanks to all of our 141 current members!

Anonymous (3)
AMD Foundation # 
The Apgar Family 
Charlotte and Steve Arnold 
Alana and Russ Askey 
JoEllen Baird and Hal Rosenstock 
John and Audrey Ball # 
Irene Barrett 
Douglas W. Barrus 
Berkley Family 
The Bieber Family 
The Brolin Family 
The Reg Brown Family 
David Bull 
Scott and Pam Bundy *
Simon Bunyard and Ruth Zimmerman *
Kristine Burgess and Jim Comolli 
The Campbell Family 
Rebecca and Peter Capodilupo 
The Carter Family 
Susan Clark 
The Colley Family 
Pam Collins and Jim Moss 
L. Colonna-Romano 
Frank and Emilie Coolidge *
Margaret and Andrew Covell 
Fred and Jacquie Crimins 
Zhenqian Cui 
Todd and Patty Davis 
Al and Pam DeGemmis 
Brian Dempsey 
Paul Dingle 
Dresser Family 
Fred and Margot Dushin 
Jessica Eichelburg and Fred Waugh & Family 
The Fabian Family 
John Fallon 
James and Nancy Faulkner 
Stan and Alida Felton 
Linda and Timothy Foster 
Les and Gladys Fox *
Jeff Fuhrer and Mary Fuhrer *
Jo and Gerry Gaebel 
Cesar and Sharon Garde 
Anne Gardulski 
Jack Geissert 
The Glidden Family *
Charlene Golden 

Betty and Bill Graham 
Brad and Ginny Gray 
Susan and Martin Green 
Larry and Rita Grossman 
Loretta Grushecky 
Bruce Hager 
Doug and Kathi Haney 
Norm and Flo Hanover 
Brad and Sue Hardie 
The Harsip Family 
Virginia Haskins 
Sandra Haupt 
Neal and Leigh Hesler 
The Hinds Family 
The Hoff Family 
Tom and Lynn Horsky 
Jim and Teresa Howie 
The Hubley Family 
Tom and Patricia Johnson 
Christopher Joyce *
Jeanne Steele Kangas *
Adam Parker and Lee Ketelsen # 
Kim and Karen Kinnear 
Edwin Knights 
David M. Koonce 
George C. Krusen II *
Mary E. Larson 
Rich Levy and Paula Rivers 
Tammy MacFadyen 
Dan MacPhail and Pat Flanagan 
Liz and John Markiewicz 
Mike and Cindy Matchett 
Kathy and David Mayo 
Rob and Anne McNeece 
Bob Meinhold 
Susan Mitchell-Hardt # 
Pat and Mimi Moran 
Suzanne R. Morse *
Claudia and Al Murphy 
Sheila Murphy 
Gertrude and David Naparstek 
Marcia Nelson 
Johann and Janet Nittmann 
Frances Nolde and Hugh Fortmiller 
Alan Oakes 
Hazel O’Clair 
Don Oliver 
Karen O’Neill # 

Anne Marie and Bruce Osler 
Jonathan and Jessie Panek # 
Janet Weisenberger and John Pullerits 
Cynthia and Donald Regan 
Dennis and Abby Reip 
Reiter Family 
Janice Rejto and Stephen Rejto 
Alice Ren 
Paul Rey # 
Jennifer and Walker Royce 
Rozalia Herczeg Rozembersky 
Gary and Kathie Schwarting 
Rosemary Sedgwick 
The Seger Family 
Nancy Settle-Murphy and Family 
Jane Shurtleff 
John P. and Lynn Skinner 
The Skorczeski Family 
Karen and Lew Smolin *
Daniel and Kathleen Smyers 
Ann and John Sorvari 
The Spalding Family 
Margaret Spinner 
David and Lisa St. Amand *
State Street Matching Gift Program # 
Ronald B. Steese and Jennie L. Rawski 
Sudbury Valley Trustees # 
Symancyk Family 
Dan and Kathy Tappan *
Janet and Mathew Tyndall 
Art Utz and Deborah Campbell 
Christine and Walter Van Roggen 
Arden and Niki Veley 
Warwick Family 
Bucky Weaver 
The Webber Family 
Lonnie and Mitzi Weil 
The Westlin Family 
Wilfert Family 
Greg Paris and Joanne Williamson 
Winsor Family 
John and Maureen Yauckoes 
The Zupicich Family

* Charter Member (donated $500 
before first annual meeting in 1999)

# Non-resident or corporate member
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650 Massachusetts Ave. Boxborough, MA 01719 email: president@bctrust.org

New Member Registration Form
The Boxborough Conservation Trust is actively seeking new members to join in the effort of preserving 
and protecting Boxborough’s undeveloped land.  Anyone may join.  Regular (voting) members must be 18 
years of age or older and must be residents of the Town of Boxborough.  All others are honorary 
members.  Membership is on an annual basis.

There are several giving levels.  Please indicate the level of your tax deductible contribution:

o $ 30 Member o $ 250 Patron o $ 2500 Preservationist
o $ 60 Family o $ 500 Sustaining
o $100 Associate o $1000 Sponsor o $  ____________ Other

Name(s)______________________________________________________________
(please print)

Address________________________________________      (_____)_____-_______
(street) (telephone)

____________________________________________________________________
(town) (state) (zip)

Date____/____/____     e-mail____________________________________________

Please indicate how you would like your name(s) to appear in our membership listings, such as 
‘The Jones Family,’ or ‘John and Jane Jones,’ or if you prefer, you can just say ‘anonymous.’

Membership Listing: __________________________________________________________

Please make your check payable to The Boxborough Conservation Trust, and mail it with this 
form to:

An acknowledgment of your tax-deductible contribution will be mailed to you.  Please contact 
your employer to see if it may be willing to match your contribution.

Your comments and suggestions would be very much appreciated:

Thank you for your support!  You can find BCTrust on the web at www.bctrust.org.

Treasurer
Boxborough Conservation Trust
1092 Hill Rd
Boxborough, MA 01719



Commonwealth. While the Trust works 
with land owners and the Town’s Con-
servation Commission on preservation 
options, the major setback is funding. Per-
haps this is a good time for Boxborough 
voters to reconsider adopting the CPA so 

that the Town is prepared to act as highly 
desirable properties come to market.

The BCTrust’s limited development 
project on the Campbell land on Depot 
Road is progressing through the approval 
process for the sale of four house lots. If 
all goes well, the Trust anticipates closing 
on the development parcel in the near 
future. Once this phase of the project 
is completed with the sale of the house 
lots, work will begin on the permanent 
preservation of the remaining land and 
the creation of public access trails within 
the year.

Another conservation milestone was 
accomplished with the permanent pro-
tection of Steele Farm with a Historic 
Preservation Restriction and a Conser-
vation Restriction. Had this not been 
done, as municipal land, the Town could 
have sold the property or used it for 
municipal development. A celebration 
event was held this past fall to thank the 
Town’s Steele Farm Advisory Committee, 
the Boxborough Historical Society, the 
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For those of us concerned about the qual-
ity of our water, air, and food supply, The 
Trust for Public Land’s return on invest-
ment study for the Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts documenting the return of 
$4 for every $1 invested in land conserva-
tion was welcome news 
(see Brad Gray’s article 
in this issue).  For Box-
borough, protecting the 
water supply, agricul-
tural lands, and natural 
habitat are three top 
priorities. The Town has 
identified over a dozen 
land parcels, currently 
in private ownership, as 
being highly valued for 
preservation. Boxbor-
ough’s neighbors, and 
many small towns like 
ours, are accomplishing 
their land conservation, 
historic preservation, 
and affordable housing 
goals with Community 
Preservation Act (CPA) 
funds. These funds are generated from 
CPA local property taxes and also include 
significant matching CPA funds from the 

Letter from the President
By Rita Gibes Grossman

Boxborough Conservation Trust 
Board of Directors

Rita G. Grossman..........president@bctrust.org
     President 
Ruth Zimmerman..........treasurer@bctrust.org
     Treasurer 
Anne Gardulski.....................clerk@bctrust.org
     Clerk 
Scott Bundy.......................sbundy@bctrust.org
Simon Bunyard..............sbunyard@bctrust.org
Fred Dushin......................fdushin@bctrust.org
Jeanne Kangas...................jkangas@bctrust.org 

Common Ground is mailed to all Boxborough 
residents, free of charge.

Editorial Staff:
Laura Skorczeski, editor
Bradford Gray, consulting editor
Tammy MacFadyen, special projects

The Boxborough Conservation Trust is  
a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. 
Contributions are fully tax deductible.

BCTrust, The Trustees of Reservations, 
the Board of Selectmen, and the gener-
ous financial donors for their combined 
efforts. Thanks to their work, with Alan 
Rohwer, Bruce Hager, and Arden Veley 
at the helm, and with the guidance of 
Town Administrator Selina Shaw, our 

grandchildren and 
future generations will 
be able to experience 
historic and scenic 
Steele Farm.

In Appreciation:

Stewardship: Thank 
you to Heleen and 
Frank Hubley, Scott 
and Pam Bundy, and to 
Elizabeth Markiewicz 
for recent trail clearing 
and chainsaw work at 
the Beaver Brook Valley 
Preserve. On behalf of 
the board, I also thank 
Margo Webber for co-
ordinating the fifty-acre 
Panek Conservation 
Restriction’s moni-

toring walk and reporting obligation. 
Boxborough residents should know that 
together with the Harvard Conservation 
Trust, the BCTrust holds the develop-
ment rights for this portion of Patch 
Hill, meaning that in the future, the 
land cannot be converted from conser-
vation to another use by the Town. The 
assistance of Frank, Heleen, and Ben 
Hubley of Boxborough and Marc Sevi-
gny of Harvard was greatly appreciated 
for this year’s monitoring walk.

Agricultural Fair: Thank you to board 
members Anne and Fred, Lisa St. 
Amand, Betsy Ruffle, Betsy’s daughter 
Haley Sundstrom, and Haley’s friend 
Jayne Marlow for helping at the BC-
Trust’s tent and for Haley and Jayne’s 
assistance with the raffle.

BCTrust Anniversary: Thank you to 
the board for the excellent spread of re-
freshments at the celebration and to my 
husband Larry for co-hosting this event 
at our home.

Fred Dushin (in background), Janet Glidden, and Hal and Barbara Salzman at 
the BCTrust anniversary celebration


