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Asian Longhorned Beetles: featured topic at BCTrust Annual Meeting
By Anne Gardulski
What's black and white and showing
up in New England maple trees? The
answer is the Asian Longhorned
Beetle - a small but menacing woodboring insect that arrived in North
America in the 1990s. At the Annual
Meeting of the Boxborough
Conservation Trust on March 19 in
the Sargent Memorial Library, Dr.
Jennifer Forman Orth from the
Massachusetts Department of
Agricultural Resources gave a riveting talk about the invasion of exotic
beetles that are damaging large tracts
of hardwood trees in eastern North
America.
The Asian Longhorned Beetle and to
a lesser extent the Emerald Ash Borer
have set-up home here. Dr. Orth
explained that they arrived in wood
pallets and packing materials from
Asia, and have been inadvertently
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moved about in wood within the U.S.
The Asian Longhorned Beetle
focuses on maples, and infestations
as close as Worcester have been
found just 2 years ago. Based on the
large number of beetles and their
geographic extent it is likely that they
have been in the area for at least a
decade. To get the infestation under
control, 94 square miles of quarantine
area has been imposed, in which over
850,000 trees have been checked.
Since the beetles get into the heart-

wood of the tree, there is no cure for
an infected maple. Over 29,000 trees
have been removed so far, and the
wood is chipped into tiny pieces that
are smaller than the minimum size
for the beetle to survive.
Dr. Orth showed pictures and distributed samples of the beetles and of
bored wood. There are a few other
benign beetles that look somewhat
similar to the Asian Longhorned
Beetle, but she described the critical
traits to look for if you suspect there
may be Asian Longhorned Beetles in
your yard. The beetle is 3/4 to 1-½
inches long, with very shiny black
bodies and bright white spots on the
back. There are 2 long antennae with
white bands and the feet of the beetle
have a bluish tinge.
It may be difficult to actually see
Asian Longhorned Beetles in the
early stages of an infestation, so it is
also important to visually check
maple trees for signs of damage (the
beetles seem to leave oak and ornamental fruit trees alone). The beetle
lays eggs on the bark of maples; then
the hatched larvae bore into the
heartwood of the tree, and emerge in
mid-summer. Examine the tree for
perfectly round holes, 3/8 to ½ inch
in diameter. If you can stick the
eraser end of a pencil at least 1 inch
into the hole, this may be an exit hole
where a beetle has emerged.
There are several things that you can
do to help stop the spread of the
Asian Longhorned Beetle as well as
the Emerald Ash Borer, which has
been more of a problem in Michigan
and Ontario although an infestation
has been found in eastern New York

State just 20 miles from the
Massachusetts border. First, never
move wood from one area to another.
For example, it is very likely that the
spread of the beetles was helped
along by people taking firewood with
them when they went camping (see
www.dontmovefirewood.org).
Second, plant a variety of tree species
so that if a disease or insect ravages
one species not all the trees will be
destroyed.
Finally, if you suspect Asian
Longhorned Beetles are in your yard
or some park or conservation area,
report it! Go to this website:
http://massnrc.org/pests/alb to report
the sighting. It really helps to have a
photo, or ideally a specimen, that you
have put in rubbing alcohol or frozen.
This website provides additional
information and pictures to help
identify this damaging pest. Another
site, www.emeraldashborer.info, has
information on the Emerald Ash
Borer, although this beetle has not yet
posed a problem in Massachusetts.
Dr. Orth described efforts in
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(Beetles - continued on page 5.)
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2011 Art and Writing Contest Winners from Blanchard Memorial School

From left to right, Art Contest winners: Brian Hu, Jon Heatley, Kate Jensen, Garbriel Lundy; and Writing Contest winners: Kiralee
Murphy, Casey McAlpine and Aidan Holt

Art Contest
We approached the art contest differently this year from past years. Instead of a single winner, this year we have four, and
instead of printing the winning design on t-shirts, this year’s have been printed on note cards. Choosing a single winner
from among the many excellent submissions has always been very difficult as too many deserving entries missed the
recognition they deserved. You can see this year’s four winners below, and the runners-up are on the following pages. To
purchase sets of cards (12 cards, with 3 each of the 4 winning designs, with envelopes) for $10, contact Jessica Eichelburg
at jeichelberg@BCTrust.org.
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Beaver by Gabriel Lundy - winner

Owl by Jon Heatley - winner

Raccoon by Kate Jensen - winner

Spider Web by Brian Hu - winner

2011 Blanchard Writing Contest
The United Nations has designated 2011 as the International Year of the Forests in order to “raise awareness on
sustainable management, conservation and sustainable development of all types of forests.” Dr. Wangari Maathai,
the 2004 Nobel Peace Prize laureate from Kenya, helped launch the initiative at the UN General Assembly in New
York City this past February. She founded a grassroots organization called the 'Green Belt Movement' that has
assisted women in developing African countries plant more than 40 million trees on their farms and in their villages
to help save the environment and improve the lives of people living in deforested areas. Dr. Maathai was quoted
as saying: “It's the little things that citizen's do. That's what makes the difference. My little thing is
planting trees.”
For this year's contest, students in grades 3 through 6 answered the question, “What are the “little things”
that you will do to preserve and protect the environment here in Boxborough?” Three winners and four
honorable mentions were selected from 142 entries, the most ever received in one year. Congratulations
to the winners, all from Grade 5: Aidan Holt, Casey McAlpine and Kiralee Murphy. Their submissions
are included below and on page 4. Honorable mentions were awarded to Julia Neyland, Grade 6;
Domenic Marcella, Grade 5, Devan Sluyski, Grade 4; and Angela Rey, Grade 3.
The BCTrust thanks Blanchard Principal Curtis Bates and the teachers in Grades 3
through 6 for their generous support of the contests each year.
Sources: http://www.un.org/en/events/iyof2011/

Composting Is As Easy As 1-2-3
by

Kiralee Murphy, Grade 5
One thing that you can do to help preserve
Boxborough is to compost.
Composting is a mixture of decaying organic matter
from leaves and manure used to improve soil structure
and provide nutrients.
You start composting by taking food scraps from
your family's meal and putting them into a container
such as a pail. Some foods you can use are egg shells,
all fruits, all vegetables and coffee grinds.
Then, when your container is full, go outside and
dump it into your compost pile. You can put your
compost pile almost anywhere. For example, you can
use a trash can flipped upside down with a hole on
top. But if you don't have the money to buy a
container, just put the compost in a pile.
Layer some leaves and kitchen scraps, and mix the
pile every so often. After a while, when you see the
black crumbly compost, it's time to use that compost
in your garden.
Your plants will be healthy, with no pesticides or
fertilizers, and it doesn't cost a penny. Now, this is
one thing that can make a big difference to our
community. It makes our land healthy and organic,
and you can have delicious produce all summer.

Boxborough Conservation Trust Rap
by

Aidan Holt, Grade 5
Chipmunks, Squirrels, Rabbits and Bees
They all live in the same community
Some squirrels fly high, some scurry low
You should protect nature wherever you go
Bees work hard all day making honey
Life is sweet – it's not just about money
If you see a spider on the floor
Don't stomp on it and don't go to war
'cause they eat mosquitos that come through your door
Don't just cut down trees for fun
Just leave them alone and keep going on
Breathing air that's full of oxygen
George Washington cut down a cherry tree
But don't copy him – just let them be
This rap is almost over, this rap is almost through
Love Mother Nature and she will love you

(See Casey McAlpine’s poem on page 4.)

Raffle winners
Congratulations to this year’s raffle
winners - all Boxborough residents: Ted
Roe won the Celtics tickets, Lawrence
Fabian, the Paw Sox tickets and Scott
Bundy, won the Lowell Spinners tickets.
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You can make a difference

It's The Little Things That Count
by

Casey McAlpine, Grade 5
It's the little things that count,
to keep a smile across your face.
It's the little things that stand out,
in making the world a better place.
Save the paper, save the trees,
recycle, recycle if you please.
Plant trees to make the planet greener,
and the air we breathe much cleaner.
Turn off the lights when you leave a room,
turn off the water after you take a shower,
and you will save water and power.
Reduce, reuse, recycle,
they are the triple R's,
ride your bicycle or walk,
instead of riding in cars.
Don't put garbage in the sea,
Or let oil break free,
that's what you should do,
to keep the ocean blue.
It's the little things that count,
to make the planet grand.
It's the little things that count,
to renew our land.
It's the little things that make the world go round.

Do you enjoy Boxborough’s rural character, with
its open spaces, tree-lined roads, and extensive
network of conservation trails? Help us
continue to preserve this undeveloped land for
conservation, forestry, agriculture and
recreation by sending a tax deductible
contribution to BCTrust, P.O. Box 626, Acton,
MA 01720. Or, become a member; the Trust
depends on dues from its members for its
operations. The BCTrust is an all-volunteer
501(c)(3) organization. Find out more about us
and how you can make a difference online at
www.BCTrust.org.

BCTrust BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Rita Gibes Grossman........ president@BCTrust.org
President

Ruth Zimmerman.............. treasurer@BCTrust.org
Treasurer

Anne Gardulski..................clerk@BCTrust.org
Clerk

Scott Bundy....................... sbundy@BCTrust.org
Simon Bunyard..................sbunyard@BCTrust.org
Fred Dushin.......................fdushin@BCTrust.org
Jessica Eichelburg............ jeichelburg@BCTrust.org
Barry Harsip...................... bharsip@BCTrust.org
Jeanne Kangas................. jkangas@BCTrust.org
Margo Webber...................mwebber@BCTrust.org

Art contest runners-up

Editor Needed

Owl by Emmy Witt

Ducks by Amineh Najam-ud-din

Tree Snails by Margaret Rey

Four Seasons by Ari L. Xuan
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BCTrust is looking for both an editor and
logistics coordinator for this newsletter
and occasionally other publications. If
you have experience in these areas, and
would like to help out a good cause with
its community outreach and public
relations work, we have a great
(volunteer) opportunity for you. Contact
Rita Grossman at president@BCTrust.org.

PRESIDENT'S LETTER
Have you ever thought about the critical role of trees in
removing carbon dioxide from the air we breathe?
According to the New England Forestry Foundation
(NEFF), forests reabsorb 10-13% of all emissions of
carbon dioxide annually in the U.S. In New England, the
average annual new growth on an acre of forest could
offset emissions from driving an average car 2,460
miles (30 mpg).
The Town is fortunate to have protected, forested land
that sequesters and stores the carbon dioxide generated by automobiles, aircraft and fossil fuels burned for
heat. However, many of our forested lands have yet to
be protected and we continue our work to do so.

(Invasive beetles - continued from page 1)
Massachusetts to proactively deal with such exotic species.
In 2011, there will be a grid-based survey done where a
lure will be set in every 2 square mile area, which will be
repeatedly checked. An emergency preparedness working
group has been set up to handle infestations. Since eradication is not possible, management is required. The possibility of biological control for parasitic wasps is being investigated, as well as preventative treatments such as trunk
injections of the chemical Imidacloprid. There was concern
expressed at the meeting, however, about the effects of
such chemicals on bee populations. Dr. Orth said that data
so far suggest that the chemical does not affect bees, but
work is ongoing.
Asian Longhorned Beetles may fly as far as 2 miles; but
humans have greatly expanded their range by moving them
in the host wood. Check your trees regularly; report any
suspicious holes or actual beetles; and never move wood
off your property. These simple actions may be able to
control the spread of these pests.

You can do your part, by maintaining and planting
trees on your property.
Boxborough's Harvest Fair
In addition to our forested landscape, Boxborough
maintains a rural feel thanks to the many working
farms that preserve green space in our community.
The BCTrust enthusiastically supports Boxborough's
Harvest Fair as the Town celebrates local agriculture,
family farms and the traditions associated with the
harvest. Protecting and preserving undeveloped land
for agriculture is one part of the BCTrust's mission.
Join us at the Harvest Fair on September 10th for what
promises to be a fun filled day with music, food and
crafts.
Land owners
For the first time, if you are a Mass. taxpayer and land
owner, you may be eligible for a State income tax
credit of up to $50,000 if you conserve some or all of
your land with a qualified land trust like the BCTrust, or
your town, or with a State agency. The details of the
program are still being worked out with the final implementation expected later this summer. To learn more,
visit our web site, www.bctrust.org, and join us at 6:30
on September 20th at the library for a landowner's
workshop to learn more about conservation options
that might be beneficial to you and your family.
Update on recent land acquisition
Since acquiring the 35 acre parcel known as the
Campbell Family Trust property with frontage on
Depot Road, the BCTrust has pratially permitted an
approximate six acre segment for 4 houses. The
limited development approach was the only viable
strategy for saving the remaining 29 acres as the Town
declined the option to purchase and assigned their
right to do so to the Trust. As explained in the last issue
of Common Ground, as a community that has not
adopted the Community Preservation Act, the Town is
not in a position to readily preserve land as these
Chapter 61 parcels become available, particularly in a
down economy. To date, the Trust has not received a
suitable offer for the four lots. Stay tuned for a guided
walk on this property this fall.
In appreciation
Big thank yous are due to Mitzi Weil for again coordinating our senior luncheon, to Jessica Eichelburg and
Tara Zantow for coordinating the art and writing contests, and to Barry Harsip for the Celtics' tickets for the
Fifer's Day raffle.
Rita Gibes Grossman, President
president@BCTrust.org

Dr. Orth explains the Asian Longhorn Beetle and Emerald Ash
Borer invasions to the BCTrust Annual Meeting.
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New BCTrust.org website
The BCTrust has a wholly revamped website. Visit us
at www.BCTrust.org to find links to a wealth of
conservation resources and updates on the Trust’s
activities. If you are not currently a member of the
Trust, you will find a membership form you can print;
we hope you will fill it out and send it in with your
generous donation toward preserving and protecting
Boxborough’s undeveloped land.
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