www.bctrust.org

Grade 4 students sweep BCTrust contests

The BCTrust updates its Web pages
on a regular basis. Take a look!

Every year the Boxborough Conservation Trust sponsors a writing contest and a
design contest at Blanchard Memorial School to encourage students to think about
land conservation in their community. The writing contest is open to students in
Grades 3 to 6, while the design contest is for Grade 4 students only. This year, fourthgrade students took the top three prizes in the writing contest, giving Grade 4 a complete contest sweep. See inside this issue for the names of all winners, runners-up, and
honorable mentions, plus reprints of the top three writing entries and the winning
T-shirt design.

• See photos of favorite walking paths
• Print out trail maps before you hike
• Link to other conservation websites
• Make a donation on-line!
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BCTrust Annual Meeting

Owls draw a crowd to Town Hall
At its annual meeting in late March, more than 200 people joined the BCTrust to
meet some unusual guests on the agenda: a Eurasian Eagle Owl and a Spectacled Owl
from South America, plus five other owls that can be seen locally: the small Eastern
Screech and Saw-whet owls, the magnificient Great Horned Owl, a Barred Owl, and
an awe-inspiring Snowy Owl, a winter visitor to New England’s coastline.

Updated guide to
Boxborough’s trails now
available at Town Hall
$5 per guide
Printing was donated by Cisco Systems.
All proceeds benefit the ongoing stewardship
of town conservation land.

Appreciating “the amazing honeybee”

Blanchard students discovered all kinds of interesting facts about about bees
in their research for the 2009 BCTrust writing contest.

As part of the meeting, which was held at Town Hall, the Trust invited Marcia Wilson
to present two sessions of her “Eyes on Owls” program. Children and adults in the
audience enjoyed learning about the habits and calls of all seven guests.

Plant flowering herbs and vegetables like mint, basil, squash, melons, and cucumbers,
and let a few of your other vegetable crops go to seed [to attract honeybees].
- Alex Pieri, Grade 4

Did you know that a honeybee dances in front of other honeybees to tell them where food
is and if a predator is approaching?
- Nicole Kenney, Grade 4

Bees are essential to all of Boxborough’s gardens, and even help toast taste better!
- Julia Neyland, Grade 4

When honeybees are in danger, we are all in danger.
Printed on Recycled Paper

- Michael Roy, Grade 4

Buy local honey and products like beeswax candles . . . to support local beekeepers.
- Haley Grieco-Page, Grade 3

Kelsey Martin of Boxborough with “Eyes on Owls” presenter Marcia Wilson and a Great
Horned Owl, one of seven owls at the BCTrust’s annual meeting. Below, a Snowy Owl.

Between owl sessions, the Trust conducted
a brief meeting and elected two new board
members, Arden Veley and Margo Webber.
President Rita Gibes Grossman thanked
the board and members of the Trust for
supporting the planned acquisition of a
private parcel for conservation during the
past year, and said she hopes to see this goal
achieved when the economy improves.
The board commended Mary Fuhrer, a former board member, for her role in initiating a project to update the Boxborough Trail Guide. The project was coordinated by
Niki Veley, and the new guide has been published by the Land Stewardship Committee with help from the Conservation Commission and the BCTrust. The guide
is available at Town Hall for $5. All proceeds will be used to fund the stewardship of
Boxborough’s conservation land. Printing was generously donated by Cisco Systems.

Letter from the President
By Rita Gibes Grossman

T

his is the 11th year that the
BCTrust has sponsored a T-shirt
design contest at Blanchard Memorial
School, and the 7th year for our writing
contest. Photos of the top prize winners
and runners-up, along with reprints of
their entries, appear inside. To the winners, congratulations! To all participants,
thank you for your creative entries! The
BCTrust hopes that through creative
expression, you all learned more about
nature in Boxborough.
While scanning a recent issue of my
alumni news, I learned of Marc Berman’s
research at the University of Michigan
touting the therapeutic effects of
interacting with nature (www.scribd.
com/doc/9727009/The-CognitiveBenefits-of-Interacting-With-Nature).
Many of us have already made that connection and regularly walk the trails in
town. Now there is scientific evidence
for what poets, naturalists and many
“Boxboroughians” have lauded for years,
the mental cleansing and sense of good
feeling from a walk in the woods.
Be vigilant! Make sure you always check
for ticks immediately after walking in the
grass or hiking in the woods. You can
prevent Lyme disease easily by removing
ticks before they attach. There is a wealth
of information about ticks and Lyme
disease prevention at the state web site
(www.mass.gov) as well as the town site
(http://town.boxborough.ma.us).
In November, the BCTrust hosted a
forum for Boxborough’s land owners.
Rich Hubbard of the Franklin Land
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2009 Writing Contest: The Amazing Honeybee

Blanchard fourth grader Courtney Adema writes winning essay

2009 T-Shirt Design Contest

Matthew Pierce takes first prize with dragonfly

(Continued from page 1)

“The Amazing Honeybee” was the topic
of the 2009 writing contest sponsored by
the BCTrust this spring at Blanchard
Memorial School. This year’s theme encouraged students to learn about the role
bees play in pollinating our food supply
and about the threat to bee populations
from “colony collapse disorder.” Students were invited to conduct their own
research and write a poem or essay. The
BCTrust congratulates all 85 students
(a record!) in Grades 3, 4, 5 and 6 who
participated.
Courtney Adema won first prize for her
essay. Jack Amaral and Ceallagh Hanlon,
also fourth graders, took second and
third place. Honorable mentions: Devon
Lukas (Grade 4), Caroline Gotthelf
(Grade 4), Haley Grieco-Page (Grade 3)
and Michael Ngai (Grade 3).
Trust members Tara Zantow and Jessica
Eichelburg announced the contest results
at an all-school community meeting in
early June. Winners received a framed
copy of their entry and a 2009 T-shirt.
The BCTrust thanks Principal Maryellen
Driscoll and school administrators for
supporting the contests each year, and
is grateful for the efforts of Blanchard
teachers in Grades 3 through 6.

Thank the Bees

By Jack Amaral, Grade 4
Slurp, a bee is eating.
Pollinating as she goes.
One by one she pollinates flowers
On the trail she flies for hours.
The flower petals die,
Where fruit begins to grow.
The fruit is ripe,
And ready to eat.
If it’s good, thank the bees.
Common Ground Summer 2009

President’s Letter
Trust, an expert in land conservation,
led the discussion. He acknowledged
the most difficult aspect for most landowners is the first step: talking with
their heirs about their land’s legacy. He
strongly advised land owners to consult
with a tax advisor experienced with land
conservation. You can begin your own
research into conservation options at
our web site (www.bctrust.org) and at
the web site of the national Land Trust
Alliance (www.landtrustalliance.org).

Courtney Adema (right) won first prize in the 2009 writing contest. Jack Amaral
(left) took second prize, and Ceallagh Hanlon, third prize.

Honeybees

The Life of a Honeybee

Buzzzzzz. That’s the sound of honeybees
pollinating flowers. Honeybees are very
important. They are black or brown with
stripes of yellow on their abdomen. Honeybees have five eyes, two pairs of wings
and, like most insects, six legs. They’re
very small: about 5/8 of an inch.

When some people hear the word, BEE,
they think, “Ow! Ow! Sting, sting,
sting!” Well, there’s a lot more to bees
than just stinging. They work in three different teams and use amazing teamwork.
In fact, they could teach people a thing or
two! Let’s go meet them.

A beehive can hold up to 50 thousand
bees, which are mostly females called
worker bees, except for the queen. The
males are called drones.

Here are the worker bees! They are the
female bees that find food. They are off to
find flowers to pollinate. They use a series
of “dances” to communicate.

Honeybees pollinate about one-third of
the food we eat, such as tasty strawberries,
raspberries, oranges, blueberries, almonds
and pears! They also produce honey:
that’s why they are called honeybees!
The average bee only makes 1/12 of a teaspoon of honey in its lifetime. They have
to collect nectar from 20 million flowers
to make one pound of honey.

Back at the hive, the young workers are
feeding the larvae, eggs laid by the queen.
The queen only has about 2 to 5 years
to live, so some of the other workers are
choosing a new queen. Others are ready
to feed the most healthy larva royal jelly.
(The jelly grows on young workers’ heads.)

By Courtney Adema, Grade 4

The honeybee’s life cycle starts as an egg,
then progresses to a larva, into a pupa,
and then an adult.
But these important little insects are
disappearing very quickly: about 30% of
the bees worldwide were lost last winter,
and we don’t know why. Some think it
is because of the lack of plant diversity in
their habitat. Others blame pesticides or
diseases. Perhaps all three are why.
As you can see, bees are very important!
Buzzzzzz!

By Ceallagh Hanlon, Grade 4

Next, we have the drones! They are the
male bees that have eyes twice the size of
those of the other bees. They are completely stingless. Their main purpose is to
fertilize the queen’s eggs. They might not
do much, but they are very important.

The BCTrust’s annual T-shirt design contest drew 74 entries from fourth graders at
Blanchard Memorial School this spring. Matthew Pierce (left) won first place with
his dragonfly design. Three students were named runners up: Luke Rogers, Shay
Lukas, and Lisa Kidd. Honorable mentions were awarded to Emily Agle, Ali Brolin,
Bella Dunning, Caroline Gotthelf, Andrew Ingham, Erin Loonie, and Caroline Parker.

Order your new BCTrust T-shirt today!
To order, send email to: membership@bctrust.org
Please specify size: S, M, L, XL
Price: $10
All proceeds from T-shirt sales support the land
conservation efforts of the BCTrust.

Boxborough Conservation Trust
Board of Directors

Fifer’s Day Ticket Raffle

Rita G. Grossman, president
Ruth Zimmerman, treasurer
Anne Gardulski, secretary
Scott Bundy
Jeff Coldwell
Jim Comolli
Fred Dushin
Jessica Eichelburg
Hugh Fortmiller
Jeanne Kangas
Eric Tornstrom
Diane Torres
Margo Webber

Julia Rosania, a sixth grader at
Blanchard Memorial School, won the
annual Fifer’s Day
Red Sox ticket raffle
sponsored by the
BCTrust. She’ll be
watching the Sox play
the Oakland Athletics
on July 6 in premium
Field Box seats behind the Red Sox
dugout.

264-4077
263-3139
263-5716
263-5811
266-2858
263-5654
263-4404
266-9788
929-2552
263-8594
263-2783
635-0471
264-4237

Finally, we have the queen! She lays all
the eggs in the hive. The queen mates in
flight with about 13 to 18 drones and receives several million sperm cells that last
her entire life. The queen has no control
over the hive – she is the reproducer.

Common Ground is mailed to all Boxborough
residents, free of charge.

Thank you for joining me on my tour of
the hive!

The Boxborough Conservation Trust is a
501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Editorial Staff:
Lynn Stahlberg, editor
Tara Zantow, special projects
Hugh Fortmiller, board liaison

And the winner is...

Thanks once again to BCTrust board
member Scott Bundy for donating these
premium tickets.
This year’s raffle raised just over $1,000,
all of which will help fund the BCTrust’s
volunteer efforts to preserve and protect
Boxborough’s open spaces.
Thank you, Red Sox fans!

In March, in celebration of Earth
Hour, board member Jeff Coldwell and
I led two very enthusiastic groups of
Blanchard students and their parents
for an evening walk on the Hager land
behind the Sargent Memorial Library in
search of night-time creatures. Although
most of the wildlife probably watched us
from a safe distance, we were delighted
to find a pile of scat most likely from a
small coyote or a fox, and some Eastern
Red-backed Salamanders under a log.

Transitions on the board
Welcome to new board member
Margo Webber of Mayfair Drive. She
is an environmental engineer for the
Mass. Department of Environmental
Protection and is looking forward to her
new role: “I love the outdoors—hiking,
biking, running—and want to see land
preserved so that all can enjoy it.”
Newly elected board member Arden
Veley will be relinquishing his position.
During his short tenure, he made many
useful contributions. We wish him the
best in his new position as a member of
the Boxborough Board of Selectmen.
To avoid potential conflicts of interest,
residents cannot serve simultaneously
on both boards.

In gratitude!
A very big thank you to Tara Zantow
and Jessica Eichelburg for coordinating
the 2009 writing and design contests
and officiating at the awards presentation in June at the Blanchard school.
Common Ground Summer 2009

